2021 to 2035 – Communication
Summary
#LoveMeppershall

Contents
Meppershall Neighbourhood Plan Launch Event .............................................................................. 3
Meppershall Messenger Background ............................................................................................... 4
Why is this important? ................................................................................................................ 4
Meppershall Messenger articles on the Neighbourhood Plan ........................................................... 5
Facebook Posts ............................................................................................................................. 16
Banners Displayed in the Village .................................................................................................... 18
Engagement with village school children ....................................................................................... 19
Regulation 14 – Pre-Submission Consultation ................................................................................ 23

2

Meppershall Neighbourhood Plan Launch Event
October 2017

3

Meppershall Messenger Background
The Meppershall Messenger is a free magazine publication recognised by many villagers to be the
main public voice of the village. It is published 10 months per annum and funded primarily by local
advertisers to inform villagers of key village issues and events.
Every village resident is aware of the Messenger. In pre-COVID times it has a publication run in excess
of 850 copies and was delivered monthly by a group of volunteers to all homes and businesses within
the Meppershall Neighbourhood Plan area. Post Covid the Messenger’s main monthly door to door
distribution has ceased with the focus moving online. However, for those who do not have internet
access 50 physical copies are available from the Village Stores and Post Office.
In addition, the Meppershall Messenger also has its own dedicated pages on the Parish Council
website for those wishing to download current and past copies in electronic format.
https://meppershall.org/the-meppershall-messenger/past-editions/

Why is this important?
In the majority of Meppershall Messenger editions there is a summary of Parish Council meeting
minutes. The Meppershall Neighbourhood Plan has been a standing Meppershall Parish Council
agenda item since the inception of the Neighbourhood Plans working group. Neighbourhood Plan
updates are therefore regularly available to residents via the Messengers Parish Council meeting
minutes.
Additionally, the Neighbourhood Plan team have provided residents with specific Neighbourhood Plan
updates via published Messenger articles.
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Meppershall Messenger articles on the Neighbourhood Plan
Below you will find a list of articles included in the Meppershall Messenger on the Neighbourhood
Plan from April 2017 to the most recent publication of the Meppershall Messenger in January /
February 2021
Volume 33, April 2017, Issue 1, Parish Council update.

Volume 33, May 2017, Issue 2.
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Volume 33, July 2017, Issue 4, Parish Council update.

Volume 33, August / September 2017, Issue 5.
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Volume 33, October 2017, Issue 6, Parish Council update.

Volume 33, November 2017, Issue 7, Parish Council update.
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Volume 33, December 2017 & January 2018, Issue 8, Parish Council update.
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Volume 33, March 2018, Issue 10, Parish Council update.

Volume 34, April 2018, Issue 1, Parish Council update.

Volume 34, May 2018, Issue 2, Parish Council update.
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Volume 34, June 2018, Issue 3, Parish Council update.

Volume 34, July 2018, Issue 4, Parish Council update.

Additionally, the full page below was included in the July 2018 edition of the Messenger.
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Volume 34, August / September 2018, Issue 5
The Neighbourhood Plan teams stand with selective team members engaging with villagers at the
Village MeppFest.

Volume 34, October 2018 Issue 6, Parish Council update.

Volume 34, November 2018, Issue 7, Parish Council update.

Volume 34, December 2018 / January 2019, Issue 8, Parish Council update.
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Volume 34, February 2019, Issue 9
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Volume 34, March 2019, Issue 10

Volume 35, May 2019, Issue 2
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Volume 37, June 2021, Issue 3

Volume 37, July 2021, Issue 4
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Facebook Posts
24 January 2019 – Green Infrastructure Plan

30 March 2019 – Green Infrastructure Plan
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15 April 2019 – Green Infrastructure Plan
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Banners Displayed in the Village
Banner on display at the Sugarloaf Pub promoting Neighbourhood Planning

Banner on display on Walnut Tree Way promoting Neighbourhood Planning
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Engagement with village school children
October 2020 – Meppershall Academy contacted to help provide a glimpse into the personal impact
the village has on its residents. As the children are the residents of the future they were asked to
help illustrate the Plan with some of the things that are important to them today.
These may include the Church, the Academy, the Bakers, the horses leaning over the hedges,
Polehanger River Walk, Old Road Meadow, their favourite houses, running down Crackle Hill, Mick
Trundle's cattle, the Rookery in Nunswood etc.
Pictures not included in the Plan
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Regulation 14 – Consultation
Sample Facebook Post – 15th September 2021
Similar posts to be sent on 20th September and during the consultation
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Email sent to consultees – 15th September 2021
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Email sent to consultees – 20th September 2021
Dear Consultee
Formal public consultation on the draft Meppershall Neighbourhood Plan (known as Regulation 14)
in accordance with the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012 will start on Monday 20th
September 2021 for a 6-week period ending at midnight on 31st October 2021. You are receiving this
correspondence because you are a statutory consultee, local business, or have signed up to our
mailing list in the past.
• View all documents here: www.meppershall.org/neighbourhood-plan/regulation-14consultation
• Send us your comments by filling in our online form via the link above (or see below for
more commenting options)
About the Plan
Over the past five years, the Meppershall Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group with the assistance of
the Parish Council has undertaken initial consultation and gathered background evidence. It has now
completed a draft Neighbourhood Plan and wish to bring it to the attention of statutory consultees,
local businesses, people living or working in Meppershall and those in the neighbouring areas.
Viewing the Draft Plan
The draft Neighbourhood Plan along with other evidence base documents and a comments form can
be found on the Parish Council website at: www.meppershall.org/neighbourhood-plan/regulation-14consultation
Printed copies of the Plan and Comment Form are available by post upon request for those without
online access. To request a hard copy please contact the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group by email
to lovemeppershall@meppershall.org or leave a voicemail message on 07930 813808.
We are also holding two drop in sessions where all the documents can be viewed in person as follows:
• Saturday 2nd October 2021, 10:00am to 12:00noon – Meppershall Village Hall
• Saturday 9th October 2021, 10:00am to 12:00noon – Meppershall Village Hall
Commenting on the Draft Plan
It is important that as many people and organisations as possible comment on the Draft
Neighbourhood Plan during this consultation period.
Please submit comments electronically in the interests of efficiency and the environment by
submitting your comments online at: www.meppershall.org/neighbourhood-plan/regulation-14consultation
We hope the majority of consultees will respond electronically, however everyone’s comments are
valuable, therefore if you are not able to review and comment electronically you can:
● Request hard copies of the plan and comment form as detailed above,
● Submit written comments in any form (email or letter), but you must include your name,
organisation (if applicable) and postcode for these to be accepted. Email comments to
lovemeppershall@meppershall.org or post letters to Meppershall Neighbourhood Plan, c/o 30
Cherry Trees, Lower Stondon, Beds, SG16 6DT
All comments will be publicly available and identifiable by organisation (where applicable) and should
be received by midnight on Sunday 31st October 2021.
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Post Consultation
Following revision to reflect consultation responses, it is envisaged that the Meppershall
Neighbourhood Plan will be submitted to Central Bedfordshire Council in January 2022 and it is
anticipated that a local referendum will be held after March 2022.
We look forward to hearing from you.
Andrew Pain
Chair of the Meppershall Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
Email: lovemeppershall@meppershall.org
Correspondence address: Meppershall Neighbourhood Plan, c/o 30 Cherry Trees, Lower Stondon,
Beds, SG16 6DT
In accordance with GDPR, we will not store or keep you email address or any other details unless you
wish to make comments to us and then your data will be kept securely in our data bases of responses.
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Leaflet distributed with Meppershall Messenger 1st October2021
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Regulation 14 – Re-Consultation on Policy Hi
Sample Facebook Post – 15th May 2022
Similar posts to be sent on 1st June 2022 and during the consultation
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Email sent to consultees – 15th May 2022
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Email sent to consultees – 15th May 2022
Dear Consultee
Formal public re-consultation on Policy H1 of the draft Meppershall Neighbourhood Plan (known as
Regulation 14) in accordance with the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012 will start on
Monday 16th May 2022 for a 6-week period ending at midnight on 29th June 2022. You are receiving
this correspondence because are a statutory consultee, local business, or have signed up to our
mailing list in the past.
• View all documents here: meppershall-pc.gov.uk/neighbourhood-plan/regulation-14consultation
• Send us your comments by filling in our online form via the link above (or see below for
more commenting options)
About the Plan
Over the past five years, the Meppershall Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group with the assistance of
the Parish Council has undertaken initial consultation and gathered background evidence. It has
completed a draft Neighbourhood Plan that completed Regulation 14 consultation in September 2021,
with statutory consultees, local businesses, people living or working in Meppershall and those in the
neighbouring areas.
Re-consultation on policy H1 has arisen as the Meppershall Draft Neighbourhood Plan has been
altered, as a result of the National First Homes Policy guidance.
Viewing the Draft Plan
The draft Neighbourhood Plan Policy H1 along with other evidence base documents and a comments
form can be found on the Parish Council website at: meppershall-pc.gov.uk/neighbourhoodplan/regulation-14-consultation
Printed copies of the Plan and Comment Form are available by post upon request for those without
online access. To request a hard copy please contact the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group by email
to lovemeppershall@meppershall.org or leave a voicemail message on 07930 813808.
Commenting on the Draft Plan
It is important that as many people and organisations as possible comment on the re-consultation of
Policy H1 of the Draft Neighbourhood Plan during this consultation period. Please submit comments
electronically in the interests of efficiency and the environment by submitting your comments online
using the form below.
Please submit comments electronically in the interests of efficiency and the environment by
submitting your comments online at: meppershall-pc.gov.uk/neighbourhood-plan/regulation-14consultation
We hope the majority of consultees will respond electronically, however everyone’s comments are
valuable, therefore if you are not able to review and comment electronically you can:
● Request hard copies of the plan and comment form as detailed above,
● Submit written comments in any form (email or letter), but you must include your name,
organisation (if applicable) and postcode for these to be accepted. Email comments to
lovemeppershall@meppershall.org or post letters to Meppershall Neighbourhood Plan, c/o 30
Cherry Trees, Lower Stondon, Beds, SG16 6DT
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All comments will be publicly available and identifiable by organisation (where applicable) and should
be received by midnight on Wednesday 29th June 2022.
Post Consultation
Following revision to reflect consultation responses, it is envisaged that the Meppershall
Neighbourhood Plan will be submitted to Central Bedfordshire Council in July 2022 and it is
anticipated that a local referendum will be held after September 2022.
We look forward to hearing from you.
Andrew Pain
Chair of the Meppershall Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
Email: lovemeppershall@meppershall.org
Correspondence address: Meppershall Neighbourhood Plan, c/o 30 Cherry Trees, Lower Stondon,
Beds, SG16 6DT
In accordance with GDPR, we will not store or keep you email address or any other details unless you
wish to make comments to us and then your data will be kept securely in our data bases of responses.
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Article included in Meppershall Messenger 1st June 2022
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